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UM equestrians
look forward 
to California meet
As President Barack Obama 
signed health care reform legis-
lation Tuesday and Republicans 
denounced the plan, vowing to re-
peal it, many Americans were left 
wondering what the bill means for 
them.
Rick Curtis, a Curry Health 
Center administrator, said he is 
not yet sure how the bill will affect 
University of Montana students 
and student insurance.
He said student insurance will 
likely be altered, but will not dis-
appear completely. One area Cur-
ry Health Center will research is 
what changes will occur to insur-
ance for international students.
“This is a really big, enormous 
question that, in my opinion, this 
reform hasn’t delved into in much 
detail,” Curtis said.
Curry Health Center will re-
ceive assistance from legal coun-
cil and the Board of Regents to 
determine changes for students in 
what Curtis called “a watershed 
moment” for health care. Curtis 
will attend presentations about the 
reform and do research to find out 
more specific information about 
how the bill will affect the univer-
sity and its students, he said.
“Fundamentally, it is fair to say 
that the current health care system 
has significant problems,” Curtis 
said. “This legislation has clearly 
identified senior citizens and indi-
viduals without insurance, which 
applies to some of our students.”
Tom Tattory, an independent 
insurance agent who represents 
health insurance companies in-
cluding Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Montana, said he thinks 
the bill has strengths and potential 
weaknesses.
The biggest benefit for stu-
dents, Tattory said, is that the bill 
will allow children to stay on their 
parents’ health care plans until 
they are 26, which would allevi-
ate that expense each semester for 
many students. Tattory also sup-
ports the guaranteed issue of in-
surance to all citizens, regardless 
of pre-existing conditions, which 
will take effect for children im-
mediately and for adults in 2014, 
he said.
“A lot of good things can come 
out of this, but there could also be 
a lot of unintended consequences,” 
Tattory said.
Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin
Singer-songwriter Marshall McLean performs in the Skaggs building to an audience of about 100. Chi Alpha, one of the university’s Christian groups, spon-
sored the event Tuesday night. McLean attended the University of Montana and was a member of Chi Alpha for about a year and has come back several times 
since then to perform. He describes his style as “a blend between stories and writing folk songs.” He added, “There’s a spiritual element, too.” 
Singing the storyInsurance 
agents and 
professors 
discuss new 
health bill
Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
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A historic health care reform 
bill crossed President Barack 
Obama’s desk Tuesday arm-in-
arm with what some are calling 
one of the “most ambitious” re-
forms of higher education student 
loans in years.
The Health Care Reconcilia-
tion Bill signed into law Tuesday 
was a combination of the health 
care reform bill and the 2009 Stu-
dent Aid and Fiscal Responsibil-
ity Act when it went up for vote in 
the House of Representatives on 
Sunday. The Senate is expected 
to vote next week on a package of 
amendments to the bill made by 
the House.
“Senator (Jon) Tester plans to 
support the measures to strength-
en the health insurance reform 
act,” press secretary for Tester and 
UM alumna Andrea Helling said. 
“This change will save money. 
That savings will be put toward in-
creasing funding for the Pell Grant 
program.”
Rep. Denny Rehberg and Sen. 
Max Baucus declined to comment 
until their offices could gather 
more information. Rehberg voted 
against the House bill.
Bill proponents argued that 
savings from the student loan bill 
could go to help offset the costs of 
the health care reform, reported 
The Chronicle for Higher Educa-
tion.
The Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimates that SAFRA would 
save taxpayers $61 billion over the 
next decade.
The Chronicle also reported 
that the measure was promised by 
Democrats last week to save tax-
payers at least $87 billion, but that 
amount fell more than $25 billion 
after loan companies rallied to 
lobby against the bill. Lenders, 
seeking to protect their customer 
base, persuaded congressmen to 
reduce the proposed rate of expan-
sion for federal Pell Grants by 1 
percent.
The majority of savings is ex-
pected to come from ending the 
Family Federal Education Loan 
Program (FFELP) and requiring 
all new student loans to be pro-
cessed through the Federal Direct 
Loan Program (FDLP) starting 
July 1.
The switch would end federal 
subsidies paid to private lenders 
for servicing student loans and 
eliminate the government’s guar-
antee to pay lenders back for de-
faulted loans. New loans would 
still be funded by federal dollars, 
but lenders would have to become 
recognized contractors by meeting 
Department of Education stan-
dards for fair and quality practices.
Helling, a former ASUM presi-
dent, said local businesses and 
banks will continue to be able 
to provide unsubsidized student 
loans. They will have the same 
interest rates and requirements as 
non-education loans.
Also, the SAFRA addition to 
the reconciliation bill promises to 
invest $36 billion into Federal Pell 
Grants over the next 10 years to in-
crease the maximum award avail-
able to low-income students.
“Virtually every Pell Grant 
student I know also has a student 
loan,” said UM financial aid Di-
rector Myron “Mick” Hanson.
Pell Grants are federal grants 
given to students on a need basis. 
These grants, in whole or in part, 
were paid to 3,981 UM students 
last academic year, totaling a little 
over $12.4 million.
Other education reforms in the 
bill include simplifying the Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) requirements, pro-
viding funds to schools for “in-
novation,” establishing forgive-
ness for students unable to pay 
off student loans within 20 years 
and expanding campus student as-
sistance programs. Also, students 
with drug possession charges 
would become eligible for federal 
aid once again, while the penal-
ties for selling illegal substances 
would be restructured.
Hanson has said students will 
not see significant changes to the 
amount of financial aid they re-
ceive this fall. 
The only difference will be 
in who services student loans, 
whether the lender would provide 
financial counseling and how the 
funds ultimately reach the student. 
Interest rates on existing loans will 
not change.
Bruce Marks, Director of the 
Montana Guaranteed Student 
Loan Program, said Montana’s 
position in the proposed reform is 
Massive student loan reform coupled 
with health care in reconciliation bill
Jayme Fraser
Mike Gerrity
Montana Kaimin
See LOANS, page 12
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EDITORIAL
Laura Lundquist,
News  Editor  
There are two ways to deal 
with health: Avoid things that 
threaten health in the first place 
or try to regain health after 
something has happened. The 
former is more effective and less 
expensive. Unfortunately, people 
also use it less. People are no-
torious for not recognizing or, 
more often, rationalizing things 
that are bad for them, ignoring 
future costs. One person should 
suffer the consequences of his 
poor choices; the government 
shouldn’t try to save him. But 
if those choices affect others, 
which they invariably do when 
companies are involved, the gov-
ernment has a right to step in.
On March 18, District Judge 
Donald Molloy tried to consider 
For the longest time, I couldn’t 
understand why anyone could ever 
dislike going to see live music. 
Watching a band perform on stage 
in front of however many fans they 
can draw has always been a way 
for me to emotionally and physi-
cally connect with a band I’ve 
been listening to. The phenom-
enon of hearing music recorded on 
an album come alive in the bodies 
on stage finishes the entire senso-
ry experience music can offer.
The arguments that concerts 
are crowded or overly expensive 
seem valid to me, but no show that 
I’ve ever been to was so crowded 
or so expensive that it wasn’t worth 
it. 
Until I moved to Missoula. 
It’s as if being encapsulated by 
mammoth mountains has caused 
people to go about their daily lives 
as if they always have to be fight-
ing for elbowroom, and music 
shows are no exception.
I understand that in venues like 
The Wilma, where the standing 
room is limited and the seats spill 
into the mass of bodies standing 
near the stage, it’s tough to be po-
lite and maintain a certain amount 
of etiquette if you want to have a 
good time. But a simple under-
standing of the rules is all it takes. 
So I’ve outlined a few simple 
guidelines that I observed during 
the recent Vampire Weekend show 
where the crowd needed to learn a 
few lessons.
First, it’s important to under-
stand that no one at the concert is 
there to hear you unless you are 
the band. If you are waiting for 
the band to go on, there is no rea-
son to scream how much you love 
the band in the awkward and anx-
ious silence prior to the dimming 
lights. We know. You’ve bought a 
ticket and showed up early to stand 
there with the rest of us. It’s safe 
to say we all love the damn band. 
So, hypothetically speaking, if you 
were a person at a Vampire Week-
end show screaming into the ears 
of everyone around you how much 
Vampire Weekend sounds like Of 
Montreal and how much everyone 
there would love Of Montreal, 
please be considerate and let us 
wait in frustrated silence until the 
band comes out. Plus, Vampire 
Weekend is nothing like Of Mon-
treal. Of Montreal is way better.
Which leads me to rule No. 2. 
If you are only at a show to be seen 
at the show, instead of to actually 
hear the music, just stay home. 
There is an entire demographic of 
people out there (apparently) who 
go to shows simply so they can 
be seen. I can see that if you are 
really lacking in a personality of 
your own, completing your image 
by going to see hip bands is the 
easiest way to go about making 
yourself seem as cool as the rest of 
them. But this notion is self-defeat-
ing because everyone at the show 
has bought a ticket and showed 
up, the same as you, so how are 
we supposed to be impressed with 
your oversized glasses and angu-
lar haircut? We’re not. So, if you 
please, stop telling everyone at 
the show that you discovered the 
opening act. Maybe she appreci-
ates it, but I’d appreciate it if you’d 
shut up so I could hear her. And 
besides, she wasn’t that good, so 
put her back where you found her.
As I said before, there isn’t a 
whole lot of space at these shows. 
Since this is always the case, 
you’re going to have to accept that 
if you showed up a little later and 
find yourself in the middle of the 
standing room section and not at 
the edge of the stage, that’s where 
you belong. So stop pushing. 
Some of us didn’t spend an hour 
“pre-gaming” before the show, 
and we want to actually hear the 
music and remember the show the 
next morning. We showed up a 
half hour before the opener went 
on and staked out our spots. We 
earned it, so deal with it. And if 
I’m standing there, it’s because 
I’ve been standing there and I 
don’t care how pretty you are (you 
weren’t), you’re not going to get in 
front of me. Also, if you are the 
boyfriend of the girl who’s push-
ing her way through the crowd, 
you have no more right to follow 
her than I have to clothesline her 
as she walks by. Yet there is an ex-
ception to this rule, and this rule 
only: I know that I am tall, and if 
you ask politely, I might let you go 
in front of me, but your boyfriend 
has to stay where he is. He smells 
like Kokanee and a fake ID.
Finally, the most important rule 
of all is that if you find yourself 
at a show where no one is follow-
ing the other rules, bail. Go to the 
seating area in the back where 
you can actually see the whole 
band anyway. Find yourself a nice, 
more mature couple that shares 
their beer with you because they, 
like you, just want to have a good 
time (thanks Andrea and Dwight, 
I’ll never forget you).
joshua.potter@umontana.edu
Climate change should have bearing on more than judge’s ruling 
future costs when he sided with 
groups suing to stop the Bureau 
of Land Management from selling 
oil and gas leases on federal land 
to petroleum companies that used 
inefficient technologies. The chal-
lengers cited the dangers posed 
by the excess wastes and chemi-
cals that old technology leaks 
and spews into the environment 
as byproducts. But Molloy, who’s 
been declared one of the greenest 
judges in the West — even though 
that’s not saying much — took 
it one step beyond conventional 
contamination. He ruled the BLM 
had to suspend the leases until 
scientists reviewed how gases 
jettisoned by out-of-date technol-
ogy contributed to global climate 
change.
Can you just hear the pro-oil 
indignation? For example, the 
Web site for the Western Insti-
tute for Study of the Environment 
claims, “The entire U.S. economy 
will soon be shut down by ‘rul-
ings’ from the loony bench.” As 
usual, much of it is overblown.
Some people responded by at-
tacking Molloy as an environmen-
talist who wants to shut down the 
oil and gas industry. It’s easy to 
dismiss by labeling, but the label 
doesn’t fit. First, Molloy didn’t 
say the BLM couldn’t sell the 
leases, which would have been 
much more effective at eliminat-
ing development. He just sus-
pended them for enough time to 
complete environmental reviews. 
If the reviews give the industry a 
clean bill of health, development 
can proceed. But more than likely, 
“clean” and “health” are words 
that won’t appear in the reviews, 
which is really what has the in-
dustry scared, but they mask their 
fear by throwing the “government 
intrusion” card.
Judges are not supposed to let 
their personal biases color their 
decisions. They judge based only 
upon the evidence presented dur-
ing a hearing. Molloy’s ruling in-
dicates that the oil and gas indus-
tries presented a losing argument 
so they have only themselves to 
blame.
One thing that probably rubbed 
him wrong was the use of old 
technology. Because of laws in 
other states, companies developed 
modern equipment that eliminates 
some of the pollution that endan-
gers people. Why shouldn’t com-
panies have to use it, especially 
on public land? Companies don’t 
want to use it because it costs 
more. Better to take advantage 
of ignorant states like Montana 
where they can get away with tak-
ing shortcuts. But their choices 
negatively affect us.
In many parts of the country, 
cars are expected to pass emis-
sions tests so the air is cleaner. 
States can require citizens to drive 
cleaner cars, but we can’t require 
rich companies using public land 
to use efficient equipment? Maybe 
if they used it, they’d pass the en-
vironmental reviews and get their 
leases. And we’d possibly avoid 
some health issues rather than 
having to patch them up later.
But the biggest point of conten-
tion for Molloy’s critics was bas-
ing the decision on global climate 
change. It’s amazing how many 
people still deny that climate 
change is occurring even after a 
winter that dumped significant 
snow in Florida. It’s one of the 
things people like to rationalize 
away.
But along with all the other 
unhealthy byproducts, oil and 
gas production releases signifi-
cant quantities of three of the 
four types of greenhouse gases 
through leaks, running drilling 
rigs, burning off undesirable gas 
and the process of removing wa-
ter from the gas. But the more ef-
ficient the process, the less it will 
contribute greenhouse gases to the 
atmosphere.
World leaders know climate 
change is real and are working to 
slow it. If an agreement had been 
reached at the Copenhagen Cli-
mate Conference in December, or 
even by the U.S. Congress, Mol-
loy would have had legislative 
guidance to back his decision. But 
it will come and Molloy’s deci-
sion anticipates it. He apparently 
knows he can either deal with it 
now or have to clean it up later. 
And like a reasoning person, he’s 
willing to take the proactive route.
laura.lundquist@umontana.edu
The red-headed 
stepchild By Josh Potter
Concerts are more enjoyable 
if people follow a few rules
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What are you 
doing for spring break? 
What do you wish you were    
doing?
Jenifer Gursky, junior, 
political science
Micah Kopp, junior, 
English
Jesse Driscoll, senior, 
English
Ryan Johnson, sophomore, 
communications
“Probably a lot of homework 
but we’re also going to the 
Oregon coast ... I’d rather be 
going somewhere like Thailand 
or Southeast Asia.”
“I’m probably going 
to be hanging around 
here, relaxing and 
doing homework and 
stuff. Working ... but 
I’d rather be going 
to the Oregon 
coast with the 
rest of my 
roommates.”
“What I’m going to be doing is 
writing papers, unfortunately, 
and dreaming about sandy 
beaches  — possibly in Cabo 
San Lucas.”
“I’d rather go Kenya, 
Africa, but instead I’m 
going to be staying here, 
hopefully working. If 
not, being bored out of 
my skull.”
Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin
A cardboard cutout representing people in Africa stands in front of the Source 
in the UC. It is one of nine cutouts scattered around campus to raise awareness 
of poverty in Africa. The figures are part of Hope Week, which is sponsored by 
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship. The group hopes to raise $75,000 to fund an 
orphanage in Kenya by selling T-shirts and stickers.
Cut out of poverty
News4 Wednesday, March 24, 2010ontana    aiminM K
Student senators will consid-
er supporting the University of 
Montana’s Climate Action Plan 
at their regular Wednesday meet-
ing.
In January, UM unveiled the fi-
nal draft of its goals and proposals 
for reducing carbon emissions and 
making the campus more sustain-
able after a draft of the Climate 
Action Plan was reviewed by stu-
dent groups, including the ASUM 
Senate.
“One of the things we were con-
cerned about originally was that 
the Climate Action Plan wasn’t 
aggressive enough,” said Senator 
Patrick Rhea, who helped author 
the resolution.
The first draft had proposed 
that UM reduce carbon emis-
sions by 30 percent by 2020. 
Instead, the final plan increases 
that percentage, proposing that 
the campus reach carbon neutral-
ity by 2020.
Rhea said this change made 
UM’s plan one of the most ag-
gressive proposals, if not the most, 
among colleges in the nation.
“There is a realization that new 
sources of funding is necessary, 
but they are available,” Rhea said.
In other business, the Relations 
and Affairs Committee tabled a 
resolution proposing an increase 
to the mandatory athletic fee paid 
by all students.
Vice President Emily May 
said she expects the proposal to 
be considered after spring break. 
She and Rhea said the commit-
tee asked the authors to make 
revisions that would clarify the 
next steps in finalizing such an 
increase.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
ASUM to reconsider 
carbon emissions plan
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
www.montanakaimin.com
The huge influx of citizens 
onto health insurance plans and 
patients into hospitals will likely 
cause the most disruption to the 
system, Tattory said. He added 
that, with 30 million to 32 million 
more Americans insured, premi-
ums could drastically increase for 
existing insurance plans and short-
ages of doctors could occur.
Tattory said he supports cover-
age for preventative care benefits 
— regular physicals, checkups, 
etc. — because they are an effec-
tive way to reduce future medical 
costs. But he predicted that the 
government’s ability to subsidize 
plans will make the competition 
too tough for insurance companies 
to survive.
He also said that many people 
who currently elect not to buy 
health insurance, especially young 
adults, will not support the man-
dates that are included in the plan.
 “A lot of young people just 
don’t want insurance,” Tattory 
said. “At that age, you don’t foresee 
what can happen down the road. I 
don’t know how (the government) 
will be able to enforce this.”
The razor-thin majority that 
passed the bill in the U.S. House 
of Representatives Sunday is un-
precedented for such a major piece 
of legislation, said Rob Saldin, as-
sistant professor of American gov-
ernment and politics. 
“A lot of people are comparing 
this to the passage of Social Secu-
rity and of Medicare,” Saldin said. 
“But one thing that makes this re-
ally different is that it was passed 
on a totally Democratic majority. “
Saldin said even Social Se-
curity and Medicare had some 
Republican support and a signifi-
cant number of Democrats who 
were opposed. No major piece of 
legislation has passed with only 
single-party support, so this leaves 
people questioning the legitimacy 
of the bill, Saldin said.
“A lot of Republicans are talk-
ing about repealing this,” Saldin 
said. “I think that is kind of pre-
mature, but it gives one a sense of 
the fragile nature of this piece of 
legislation.”
Obama’s upcoming speaking 
tour, which begins Thursday at the 
University of Iowa, is also a sign of 
the bill’s fragility, Saldin said.
“This suggests that the White 
House knows that people have 
big questions,” Saldin said. “The 
Democrats are hoping people will 
see the good this bill is doing and 
will change their minds. The Re-
publicans don’t think that will 
happen.” 
Some predict the congressio-
nal elections this fall will increase 
Republican control in both houses, 
and the struggle over the health 
care bill could help them gain a 
majority, Saldin said.
“But a lot of research suggests 
that is not such a terrible thing, 
and that Congress is as productive 
or more so when government is di-
vided,” Saldin said.
heidi.groover@umontana.edu
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Horseplay will be serious busi-
ness for the five members of the 
University of Montana equestrian 
team as they hit the trail to Palo 
Alto, Calif., for the Zone 8 Inter-
collegiate Horse Show Association 
Semifinal on April 10. The meet 
squares the University equestrian 
club against the best of the best 
from around the West in a variety 
of different events and classes in 
the English riding discipline.
Representing Montana at the 
Stanford University grounds will 
be freshmen Rosalyn Wiseley, 
and Kate Lufkin, sophomore Sara 
Livingston and, seniors Jen Mittel-
stadt and Andrea Kleven.
Another UM rider, senior Anna 
Kendall, will set off on her own 
for Saturday’s IHSA Western 
Semifinals in Cazenovia, N.Y. The 
competition pits regional universi-
ty riders in the Western discipline, 
the other form college teams com-
pete under.
Last year, Montana won its 
regional competition as a group, 
meaning it competed as a club in 
the English Zones. This year, the 
team placed second at the regional 
qualifying meet at UM Western. 
Kendall, the only returning mem-
ber of last season’s Zones delega-
tion, won’t be returning this year, 
but said she’s just as excited to 
make her Western semis debut.
 “It’s too bad, on one hand, that 
I won’t get to go with those guys as 
a team, because I feel like we have 
even better chemistry this year, 
and it would have been a ton of 
fun,” Kendall said. “But it’s really 
exciting for me to go for Western. 
And I almost feel like it’s more 
challenging for me personally to 
make it.”
What’s the difference between 
the English and Western styles?
Plenty, starting with the horses 
themselves. English riders use 
larger, hunt seat horses, which are 
both nimble and strong, meaning 
the horses can bound over gates 
in upper division competitions. 
Western horses are a breed apart: 
cantering calmly and slowly, they 
help riders keep the performance 
smooth and steady.
The team relies on owners that 
donate the use of their animals. 
Because English-trained horses 
are much easier to come by than 
their Western counterparts, coach 
Jeanne Gaudreau said her club 
faces a daunting challenge.
Despite the fact that Gaudreau 
grew up riding Western and didn’t 
ride English until she was 35, she 
said she still has fewer friends in 
the Western world.
  “For whatever reason, I have 
more English contacts, so it just 
works out that way,” Gaudreau 
said. “There’s no question finding 
the right horses has held us back in 
Western.”
Everything about the two dis-
ciplines is different, including the 
“tack,” or riding equipment, which 
dictates how they communicate 
with their respective mounts.
English saddles are smaller, 
increasing contact between horse 
and rider. Western tack uses a 
large saddle and long stirrups, and 
a thick horn on the front of the 
saddle. In English riding, the rider 
pulls on reins and uses his or her 
legs to cue the horse; in Western, 
he or she shifts his or her weight to 
emphasize a command.
Those diverging disciplines 
broke long ago for good reason. 
Western developed out of neces-
sity.
Riding the ranges of the Ameri-
can West for days on end, cowboys 
created the bigger saddle to dis-
tribute weight more evenly over 
their horses’ backs. Not only was it 
more comfortable, it also allowed 
cowboys to handle the weight of 
roped cows without taking a tum-
ble, while the horn made it easier 
for them to anchor their lariats.
The resulting form is unique. 
Western riding classes sound like 
they’re ripped straight out of a 
Wild West show, from open rein-
ing and Western horsemanship in 
college competitions, to Western 
pleasure, working cow horse and 
trail class in non-collegiate events. 
English classes have their own, 
stuffier names: classical dressage, 
eventing and show jumping.
Today, as in any team sport, 
clubs compete for points through-
out the season. It’s a complicated 
process that manages to sort out 
the true contenders from all the 
pretenders.
College teams compete in 10 
shows per year in both forms, 
with individual riders and teams 
compiling points throughout the 
season at each meet. First- place 
finishers earn seven points and 
second-place finishers earn five 
points. The next four contestants 
compile points based on where 
they finish. Competitors can 
ride in as many as six classes (or 
events) per show.
Intercollegiate equestrian also 
includes different levels, with nov-
ice, intermediate, advanced and 
open categories.
Competitors need to score 32 
points throughout the year to move 
on to a regional. If they finish in 
the top two in either regional, they 
qualify for one of the three Eng-
lish semifinals or eight Western 
zones, or semifinals. Riders who 
place in the top two in English or 
top four in Western move on to na-
tional finals.
Teams also qualify for region-
als by the number of points they 
accumulate throughout the year.
As you might expect, all those 
meets cost a pretty penny.
But unlike other collegiate 
teams, the UM team receives 
little of its funding from the Uni-
versity, meaning team members 
have to foot much of the bill 
for competing or raise money 
through fundraisers. The yearly 
team membership fee is $150, 
with an added $17 per show, and 
travel costs to every show tack on 
top of that. Plus, there’s a $40 fee 
to become an IHSA member in 
both disciplines.
Gaudreau, who owns JMG Sta-
bles in Clinton east of Missoula, 
formed the team a decade ago, and 
said she’s seen the effects of the 
financial burden year in and year 
out.
“It’s tough for these girls to 
have to be stuck with it,” Gaud-
reau said. “It definitely puts us in a 
tough spot.”
But disadvantage or not, trot-
ting for a shot at glory is payoff 
enough for worthy riders.
Years of hard work, financial 
commitment and determination 
are justified by the results. Just ask 
anyone still sitting in the saddle.
 “It’s a great honor and worth 
everything we put into it,” Kendall 
said.
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
UM equestrian team hopes to ride to glory in style
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
“There’s no 
question finding 
the right horses 
has held us back 
in Western.”
-Jeanne Gaudreau, coach
The road to redemption
Eric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin
Joe Brown attempts a diving shot against Gonzaga. The Grizzlies came away with their first win of the season, pulling away 11  – 9 Saturday.
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University of Montana forestry 
alumni opened their wallets to save 500 
trees in the Lubrecht Experimental For-
est.
The Lubrecht Forest, about 22 miles 
east of Bonner on Highway 200, serves 
as a training ground and recreation area 
for the UM College of Forestry and 
Conservation.  
Lubrecht Forest manager Frank 
Maus said that last year, pine beetles 
attacked the forest in huge numbers, 
killing hundreds of trees.  Maus said 
changing weather patterns, like longer 
hot spells in summer, mean that the 
beetles breed and fly more frequently. 
While pine beetles can be stopped using 
pheromone treatments and insecticides, 
the costs add up quickly and early this 
year, Maus realized he was in a bind.
“We started planning the fundraiser 
in February,” said Kate Cenis, director 
of development and alumni relations for 
the College of Forestry. Lubrecht man-
agement told the College of Forestry 
that the trees needed treatment before 
Forestry alumni rally to save 
Lubrecht forest from pine beetles
Lubrecht forever?
Kate Whittle
Montana Kaimin
Photos and story by
Kate Whittle
Ponderosa pines stand near the Lubrecht campgrounds. 
A blue stained log, right, lies in a stack next to a normal log.  Pine beetles bring in blue stain fungi. Maus said the blue stained 
lumber isn’t any different from regular lumber if it’s dried on time, but no one wants to buy blue wood.  “Blue logs don’t even 
pay their way to the mill,” said Maus.
Maus points out the dust from a bore hole, signs of a pine beetle attack.  
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the pine beetles’ first flight in May, and 
they’d need $20 per tree.  
Cenis said she sent out an e-mail 
on March 16 to the College of Forestry 
alumni list, and subsequently raised 
over $10,000 from 75 donors. One do-
nor contributed $1,000.  
“It was really incredible watching 
donations come in from 25 different 
states,” said Cenis.  
“We had no idea what to expect with 
the economy how it is,” she said.  “I was 
really heartened.”
Jim Burchfield, interim dean of the 
College of Forestry and Conservation, 
said now the Lubrecht Forest managers 
can afford to spray some of the larger 
Ponderosa pine legacy trees near the 
campgrounds and walking trails. 
“We want to keep the aesthetic char-
acter of the area,” Burchfield said.  
He added that 500 trees aren’t much 
among the thousands on the 28,000 
acres of Lubrecht Forest.  
“Unfortunately, it’s a drop in the 
bucket,” Burchfield said. “You do what 
you can do.”
kate.whittle@umontana.edu
Forestry alumni rally to save 
Lubrecht forest from pine beetles
Lubrecht forever?
UM wildlife biology grad student Will Lopez holds out a dead pine beetle, Dendroctonus ponderosae.
Ponderosa pines stand near the Lubrecht campgrounds. 
Lubrecht forest manager Frank Maus says students and staff have had to cut down pine beetle-infested trees on at least 500 to 
600 acres of forest.
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In Montana, sports have a rich 
history — a history built on great 
players, tradition and the passion 
of their fans.
However, in the last 14 years 
there has been a paradigm shift. 
Despite becoming one of the most 
successful football programs in 
the country, much of the fan pas-
sion that ignited a once-budding 
program has evolved into insuffer-
able arrogance and ignorance.
Special adherence is given to 
Griz football players as they con-
tinue to thrive even under the sky-
high expectations of spoiled fans 
that expect them to be perfect ev-
ery time out and win every game.
With Montana head coach 
Robin Pflugrad donning the whis-
tle for the first time as Griz head 
coach last week, it’s hard not to 
Come for football, stay for the attitude
think about the upcoming fall sea-
son and the expectations that will 
accompany it.
When I moved to Missoula, 
one of the factors that influenced 
my choice was the success of the 
athletics department. As someone 
who wants to pursue sports writ-
ing, I’ve found it becomes incred-
ibly difficult to write about teams 
that perpetually lose.  
Upon my arrival, I got more 
than I bargained for. Many (not 
all, mind you) Grizzly fans have 
this idea that since the Griz have 
won two football championships 
(in the last 14 years) that every-
thing is owed to them somehow.
These types of fans think that 
any negative thing ever said or 
written about the program is part 
of some grand conspiracy and 
those who made the criticism are 
enemies of “Griz Nation.” For ex-
ample, I write for the Montana Ka-
imin. The Kaimin has criticized 
members of the team and coach-
ing staff in the past. Therefore, by 
proxy, these fans consider me an 
enemy of Griz Nation.
Irrational fandom doesn’t stop 
for friends, either. Currently, I 
know someone whom I would 
classify as one of these fans. After 
attending the first half of the Ste-
phen F. Austin playoff game, I left 
to get home and get ready for work 
(yes, I have another job outside of 
the Kaimin).  
I told my comrade about my 
premature exit, explaining how it 
wasn’t all that important for me 
to stay and be potentially late for 
work because the Kaimin had 
stopped publishing for the semes-
ter and therefore wasn’t covering 
the game. 
Nevertheless, this is what end-
ed up on the popular egriz.com 
message board in December:
“just forget the kaimin ....they 
are not even writing anymore. i 
know a person at the kaimin.....
they had a box for the sfa game......
well they all decided to leave and 
not watch the final 3 q of the game. 
when i asked why you would do 
that. they said its a waste of their 
time to sit and watch the game. 
why would the sports support a 
department that doesn’t give a 
rats about the sport. they just want 
their one moment of glory 5 times 
a week with their story on players. 
‘that apparently they don’t want to 
watch play’.”
I’m only going to assume that 
last part is a direct quote, though 
I don’t remember saying it. Nor 
does it sound like something I 
would say, considering when I 
covered the Eastern Washington 
and Northern Colorado games this 
season, I really enjoyed it. Regard-
less, this is the type of extreme 
anonymous Internet tough-guy 
fandom that runs rampant in Mis-
soula.  
Apparently, I am a nemesis of 
the football team because I left a 
game at halftime in order to get 
to a job (that happens to be across 
town on Reserve Street) on time. If 
I were going to leave after the first 
quarter, I’d be better served by not 
going at all. 
In the hierarchy of irrational 
fandom, these are the types of fans 
that piss me off the most. These 
are the fans that think their team 
can do no wrong.  
After a Griz triumph, the world 
stops and the heavens open. Every-
one heads downtown and the beer 
flows wildly and freely.  
However, when they lose, the 
bar scene suffers as pouting on 
the couch becomes the preferred 
activity of the over-rambunctious 
Griz fan. Worse yet, the excuse af-
ter a loss is always the same: It’s 
not that the other team was better, 
it’s that somehow the Griz let them 
win.
While the Griz may the undis-
puted kings of the Big Sky, teams 
from the East Coast have shown 
that Montana isn’t the only big boy 
on the block. This is not a slight 
against our football team, which 
in retrospect had another phenom-
enal season this fall. It’s a slight 
against the fans that thought these 
teams were just not going to show 
up because they were playing the 
big bad Grizzlies.
For some reason, these delu-
sional fans think that whenever 
the Grizzlies step onto the field the 
opponent has no choice but to piss 
themselves and run away.
If not for a masterful defensive 
performance against Furman in 
2001, the Grizzlies would be more 
like the Atlanta Braves of foot-
ball than the New York Yankees. 
I don’t think that fans have to be 
reminded that the Grizzlies have 
been to the national championship 
game seven times and won only 
twice. 
I would be willing to bet that 
most of these players know the ex-
pectations and feel the weight of 
the world on their shoulders. Af-
ter losing to Villanova in the most 
recent title game, a redshirt fresh-
man came into my work and pro-
ceeded to apologize about the loss. 
Hell, he’s a redshirt freshman. He 
didn’t even play. The Griz won ev-
ery contest until that final game, 
beat the Cats in Bozeman, and 
played two of the most exciting 
playoff football games that may 
have ever been played in Missoula. 
There’s no need for an apology.
But for some, it’s still not good 
enough.  
The question still stands. How 
could a team with the best home-
field advantage in the world and 
the best, most knowledgeable foot-
ball fans in the universe not fulfill 
the prophecy inscribed onto tab-
lets that God personally bestowed 
to athletic director Jim O’Day on 
top of Mt. Sinai? 
Maybe it’s because none of that 
is true. What is true is that the 
Grizzlies have established them-
selves as a football powerhouse in 
the Football Championship Sub-
division. They win and they win 
often.  
In talking with Western State 
coaches and players last fall, they 
were clearly intimidated about 
playing in Missoula and I know for 
sure that Stephen F. Austin quar-
terback Jeremy Moses probably 
needed to change his knickers at 
halftime in that 51–0 drubbing in 
December.  
However, that doesn’t mean 
that Washington-Grizzly Stadium 
demoralizes every opponent that 
comes out of that tunnel. (OK, 
maybe the bear head on a stick is 
mildly unsettling, but that’s about 
it.)
Some teams actually thrive 
when the odds are stacked against 
them, so foolish Griz fans need to 
get over themselves. 
The Grizzlies are not the cos-
mos of football, they are not per-
fect and they are not all saints. 
Part of being human is not the 
fact that we make mistakes; it’s 
how we respond to them. Part of 
being a fan is understanding that 
your team is not perfect. Some-
times they lose.
If the Griz don’t go 15–0 in 
2010, the world will not end. The 
sun will rise, the birds will sing 
and Coach Pflugrad will stand in 
the face of Griz Nation to handle 
all criticisms, hopefully with class 
and dignity. 
And that will be something 
Griz fans can be proud of.
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Troy Warzocha, columnist
MK
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R
OLF WILSON looked tired. 
Weeks of preparation led to this 
day, and as the late evening sun 
sank over the western Montana 
mountains, it was coming to an end.
“I think I skied pretty well,” Wilson said, 
sitting on the deck of the Snowbowl lodge. 
“I jumped well.”
It had been a long weekend of ski runs 
and jumps, part of the 2010 Snowbowl Cup 
Gelande Championship, often called the 
“Montana Olympics.”
Journalists from local newspapers and 
television stations prodded Wilson and oth-
er ski jumpers with questions, hoping to get 
that one key quote to wrap up their stories. 
He wrestled free of his gear and wondered 
how he did. All he knew is that he jumped 
205 feet on one of his three runs that after-
noon. He didn’t know what points he got 
for style or form. He didn’t know where he 
placed in the rankings. He didn’t know if he 
beat out his younger brother Erik, who took 
top prize at the event a year earlier.
What he did know is it was a long jour-
ney to get here.
For Rolf Wilson, 31, Gelande jumping 
wasn’t something he, or his two brothers, 
just stumbled upon. In fact, it was Brent 
Wilson, 41, who first discovered Gelande, 
a style of competitive ski jumping that is 
similar to that seen in the Olympics, which 
uses different equipment. Rather than free-
heeled Nordic equipment, jumpers use 
fixed-heeled alpine skis.
Brent, like his two younger brothers, 
grew up in Whitefish and learned how to 
ski on the nearby slopes of Big Mountain. In 
keeping with their Norwegian roots, most of 
the older family members were skiers, and 
the three sons followed suit.
It was Brent who taught his younger 
brother Rolf how to ski. Rolf said he was 
only a few years old at the time, and the 
story goes that his mother drove Rolf up to 
Big Mountain and found Brent, then in his 
early teens.
“Teach him,” she had said.
Soon, all three brothers were speeding 
down the slopes, competing in high school 
ski races and hitting the powder as much as 
they could.
It was there that they first learned to fly.
“We always had a few jumps up at Big 
Mountain that we’d go off of,” Rolf said. “I 
remember, as a little kid, skiing and jump-
ing off anything I could find.”
It was also there that they first saw Ge-
lande skiers like Glen Plake get “big air.”
“He inspired us to go with our feet tucked 
behind our bodies,” Rolf said. “I had never 
seen anyone do that.”
In time, the three brothers Wilson would 
be doing just that.
In 1993, Brent took to the sky. At the 
time, Gelande skiing had big payoffs.
“More often than not, they’d give away 
cars, and there was a lot of money,” Brent 
said.
Soon enough, Rolf and Erik followed 
suit.
“My brothers definitely looked up to me 
as a big brother and followed in my foot-
steps,” Brent said.
In 1996, both younger brothers started 
jumping. But for Erik, who was 16 at the 
time, it was still a little early.
The first time he jumped was at Snow-
bowl that winter. At the time, the owner 
was adamant that no one younger than 18 
was going off the ski jump at the base of the 
mountain. But being two years too young 
didn’t stop Erik as he made his way to the 
top of the jump and headed down.
By the time he launched off the jump, 
soared through the air and hit the ground, 
one of the ski area managers was already 
running out of the lodge screaming he was 
too young. Erik was kicked off the hill. But 
that didn’t stop him.
Sneaking into his brother Rolf’s ski suit, 
Erik headed back up the hill and made two 
more runs before the same manager came 
running back out and banned him from 
Snowbowl for two years. But even that 
didn’t dampen Erik’s enthusiasm.
“I was hooked after that,” Erik said.
And so was Rolf, who was living in Mis-
soula and competing with the University of 
Montana Alpine Ski Team while attending 
the UM College of Technology; it didn’t 
take long before skiing and Gelande jump-
ing consumed his life.
Because it was a sport that didn’t require 
more equipment than what skiers already 
had, many participated. In fact, the only 
thing a skier did need was the nerve to jump. 
This culture of extreme thrill harbored an-
other culture: one of extreme partying. 
“School wasn’t really my thing,” Rolf 
said. “Gelande jumping for me was a big 
party scene, and eventually that was the 
reason I dropped out of school.”
Rolf dove into this lifestyle and he said 
he “experimented” with many drugs, main-
ly marijuana and alcohol. It was a low point 
for the middle son.
“It eventually consumed my life,” Rolf 
said.
It soon became too much and he 
was forced to take a year off from what 
he loved most.
“That’s when my life changed,” Rolf 
said.
During that year he got “clean and so-
ber.” He left Missoula and moved east, 
living with Brent in Bozeman. He started 
working in construction and got his life 
back in order.
“It was a time for me to find myself, to 
see where I wanted to go, to see if I wanted 
to ski again, to jump again,” Rolf said. He 
said the drugs, alcohol and partying took 
him away from his true love: the slopes.
After that year, he came back to skiing 
and headed for Steamboat Springs, Colo., 
where he made a record jump.
“I set a record, and my life got better,” 
Rolf said. “I owe it all to staying clean and 
sober.”
But while Rolf was gone, the party scene 
that had consumed him also consumed his 
sport.
“The ski areas wanted to see more pro-
fessionalism,” Rolf said. “They thought we 
were a bunch of party animals just leaving a 
trail of empty beer cans in our wake.”
In the 1970s and 1980s, there were 10 
jump events a year, but by the early 2000s, 
that number had fallen to three in the United 
States. The decline was due to the dangers 
of the sport and the culture, Rolf said. One 
event was shut down after an organizer tried 
to pay a ski area owner with drugs. Another 
folded after a jumper broke his neck and 
died on the slopes.
But even with just three events a year, 
the brothers kept busy, dominating the sport 
to the point of pure dynasty. Since 1998, at 
least one of the Wilson brothers has won 
the top prize at the Snowbowl Gelande ev-
ery year, and added many more victories on 
the road. On more than one occasion, the 
three brothers swept the podium — some-
thing they did for the first time at Steamboat 
Springs, Colo., Brent said.
“It was a proud moment,” Brent said. “I 
still have that picture sitting on my desk.”
Rolf and Erik aren’t Brent’s only broth-
ers. With the decline of the sport in recent 
years, the number of professional com-
petitors has decreased, and as of 2010, that 
group numbered around 20. With such a 
small group, it isn’t surprising they call each 
other “Gelande brothers,” and Brent feels 
the same toward his brothers in sport as he 
does his brothers in blood.
“There are no outcasts,” Brent said, but 
added with a laugh that, “talent and ability 
are required.”
Rolf said the skiers travel with each other 
and call often.
“It is a family of guys who are doing this 
thing, and we pick up guys along the way 
who become part of this family,” Rolf said.
Erik agreed, and for him, the reasons to 
jump have changed over the years.
“When I first started, I was just a poor 
college student and needed the money,” Erik 
said. “But now that I have a job, it’s to see 
friends … It’s the one time of the year I get 
to see my brothers in one spot.”
Erik also said lending a helping hand to 
his fellow “Gelande brothers” is never out 
of the question.
“We’d go out of our way to help our 
friends,” Erik said. “I don’t have one guy on 
the tour that I don’t like.”
Rolf said the family isn’t exclusive to 
those who are active on the slopes, but 
includes veteran jumpers who help as 
judges, coaches and promoters. That group 
now includes Brent, who last jumped in 
February 2009, but has been unable to 
compete because of a knee injury.
Brotherhood
Three brothers try to save a sport and one saves himself
Story by Justin Franz
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See BROTHERHOOD, page 10
“
It was a time for me to find myself, 
to see where I wanted to go, to see if 
I wanted to ski again, to jump again.“
-Rolf Wilson, professional Gelande jumper
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“They gave up the ghost,” Brent 
said. “My knees just wore out.”
That hasn’t stopped him from 
hitting the road with the skiers 
who remain and helping out in any 
way possible, including being a 
judge at Snowbowl.
All three brothers have been 
heavily involved with promoting 
the sport and keeping it alive.
“If it keeps going the way it’s 
going, there won’t be anything but 
an old group of busted-up guys 
looking back,” Brent said.
To do this, Brent said they are 
developing a Web site and gather-
ing sponsors for various events. 
But one of the toughest challenges 
is finding new people to join.
“Gelande is so intimidating for 
novices to get started, and it is in-
timidating to make that first step,” 
Brent said.
Yet they have seen progress, 
Rolf said. In 2009, only a dozen 
professional skiers jumped at the 
Snowbowl event. In 2010, that 
number rose to almost 20.
One of the biggest things Rolf 
has done to keep the sport alive is 
organizing the Snowbowl jump ev-
ery February. The job was forced 
on him three years ago.
While sitting with Dave Ever-
ingham, then-president of the Mis-
soula Gelande Association — the 
group responsible for putting on 
the annual event — Rolf listened 
to the struggle of organizing the 
spectacle. 
Everingham said he couldn’t 
keep doing it.
“Then he looked at me and said, 
‘Rolf, you’re the new president of 
Missoula Gelande,’” Rolf said.
While Rolf protested, the now 
ex-president wouldn’t take “no” 
for an answer.
“He said ‘Rolf, you know ev-
erybody, you know how it works,’” 
Rolf said.
A month later, Rolf got a call 
from Snowbowl asking how the 
event was coming along, and “the 
rest is history,” Rolf said.
Snowbowl has held the event 
since the 1970s, and Ronnie Mor-
ris, owner of the ski area, said they 
always enjoy hosting it.
“It’s a good fit with our moun-
tain,” Morris said. “It’s always 
successful.”
Since then, more and more 
volunteers have offered their as-
sistance at the annual event, Rolf 
said, and every year is closer to 
returning the sport to its former 
glory.
“It’ll be a while before it is as 
big as it once was,” Rolf said. “But 
I don’t know if we want it to be as 
big as it once was, so it doesn’t be-
come the party scene again.”
  Brent hopes that he and his 
brothers can save the sport for 
future generations, including the 
next Wilson on skis: 4-year-old 
Jens Wilson.
“He’s a little shredder now,” 
Brent said, in a voice booming 
with fatherly pride. “But it’ll at 
least be 10 years before he steps 
off any jump, and hopefully I can 
be there.”
Not only does he want to be 
there for his son, he wants to jump 
with him.
“I always have that thought in 
the back of my mind that, once my 
knees are rehabilitated, I could do 
it again,” Brent said. “I’d be very 
pleased to jump with him.”
Even a year after his last jump, 
Brent hasn’t forgotten the rush.
“That feeling of flight, there’s 
nothing like it. It gets the juices 
going,” Brent said.
It’s the same feeling that Rolf 
felt as he flew though the crisp 
Montana air just a few weeks ago.
Sitting on the porch at Snow-
bowl as the evening shadows 
painted themselves across the 
snow, Rolf was moments away 
from learning he won the 2010 
Snowbowl Cup, beating the de-
fending champion, brother Erik, 
in something so much more than a 
game to them.
“It’s definitely not a hobby any-
more; it’s turned into a passion,” 
Rolf said.
Tired but satisfied even with-
out knowing the final score, he 
seemed happy with how things 
have turned out.
“I wouldn’t change the route 
I’ve taken because I am where I 
am now,” Rolf said. “I have a great 
life.”
justin.franz@umontana.edu
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Rolf Wilson soars through the cool Montana air at Snowbowl on the afternoon of Feb. 28, during the 2010 Snowbowl Gelande Championship. Rolf and his two broth-
ers have dominated the sport of Gelande for over a decade. Most recently, Rolf won the Gelande jump at Cody, Wyo., setting a hill record of 138 feet. 
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If you haven’t tested your luck 
on the water this year, now is the 
time. The famous Skwala fly hatch 
on the Bitterroot River is begin-
ning, and this could be the best 
opportunity anglers see all year.
Immature Skwala flies, or 
nymphs, hunker in the river bot-
toms all winter, under stones and 
branches where fish cannot easily 
find them. Their olive and brown 
bodies undergo a series of changes 
until a set of wings develops, at 
which point they rise to the water’s 
surface, quickly dry their wings 
and fly away.
Unless a fish snatches them 
first.
“It’s the first big bug in mass 
quantities that the fish have seen 
all winter, so they usually get pret-
ty amped to eat them,” said David 
Baker, retail manager and fishing 
guide at Grizzly Hackle. “They’ll 
eat them while it’s snowing side-
ways.”
A Skwala is a type of stonefly, 
about the size of a matchbox, that 
hatches from March through the 
end of April in rivers of the North-
ern Rockies. The Yakima River 
in Washington and the Bitterroot 
River south of Missoula incu-
bate some of the most significant 
Skwala hatches in the region.  
“The last two weekends on the 
stretch of the Bitterroot — just 
boats putting in,” Baker said. “I 
mean there’s probably 30 or more 
boats on there, and that’s not in-
cluding people going out wading, 
so it’s kind of a zoo.”
The Skwala hatch typically 
starts along the Clark Fork River 
by the beginning of April, Baker 
said, so anglers in Missoula may 
want to stay close to home. The 
difference between those who 
catch fish and those who don’t 
comes down to familiarity and 
time on the water, said Baker, so 
local spots may offer the best op-
portunity for repetition and prac-
tice.
For close access, Kelly Island 
west of Missoula has good areas 
for wading, and the stretch of the 
Clark Fork just east of town pro-
vides excellent areas to fish.  Be-
lieve it or not, the stretch of wa-
ter behind the Doubletree Hotel 
where Rattlesnake Creek joins the 
Clark Fork can offer a quick and 
easy catch.
“We call it the Hollywood 
Hole, just because there’s someone 
always watching you,” Baker said. 
But successful flyfishing 
doesn’t have to involve a long 
drive.  
“Really anywhere through 
town where there’s good hold-
ing water, riffle water, it doesn’t 
get fished as much because most 
people want to go below town or 
above town,” Baker said.
Weather is always a factor 
when it comes to fish. Overcast 
days often pacify a fish’s behav-
ior, said Baker. Predation is less 
likely to happen on such days and 
fish assume a relaxed state that 
induces them to feed. Often, the 
most exciting fishing can be on a 
gray, low-lit afternoon after a two-
week stretch of bright, repressing 
sunshine.   
Once the prime spring fishing 
season passes, the spring runoff 
will swell the Clark Fork and Bit-
terroot rivers to overflow their 
banks from the middle of March 
until early May.  Angling these 
waters gets tough and unpredict-
able. Fishing guides usually look 
for eddies, or areas of the river 
where the water is held up and out 
of the way from the major water 
flow.  
Around the end of June, the 
river starts to lower and turn blue-
green. When an angler can see 3 to 
4 feet below the surface, the sec-
ond good fishing time arrives.
“They’ve been hunkered down, 
eating what they can but just try-
ing not to get knocked around in 
the current,” Baker said. “Soon as 
it gets to where they can come out 
and hold and feed, it’s on.” 
The third time of the year for 
fishing occurs near the beginning 
of September. Water temperatures 
begin to normalize, and a slew of 
hatches entice the stingiest of fish 
to feed.
If you visit your local fly shop 
this spring, ask for PMD’s, Snow-
flies, Blooming Olives or March 
Browns, Baker said. He judges a 
fishing fly first by size, then by 
profile and last by color. A rounder 
profile as opposed to a boxier form 
works better for Baker. The round 
end of a fly resembles an egg sac 
of an adult stonefly. Fish see color 
and details, so they generally will 
not pass on a Skwala because it 
has a gray underbelly instead of an 
olive one, Baker said. Others may 
argue that color is everything.
Fish populations are always 
affected by temperature imbal-
ances and snowpack levels, said 
Pat Saffel, fisheries manager for 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
Shallow mountain snow and low 
rivers forecast dangerous drought 
conditions come August.  
Already some days past the 
spring equinox, snowpack levels in 
many areas throughout the Lower 
Clark Fork and Bitterroot river ba-
sins are less than half the average, 
according to the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service.
A late July snowstorm or some 
timely summer rains could alter 
the circumstances, but, Saffel said, 
three consecutive days of water 
temperatures at or above 73 de-
grees will trigger fishing restric-
tions, usually a moratorium on 
fishing after noon. However, there 
will always be some place open to 
fishing, Saffel said.
On one hand, anglers can ex-
pect a longer and possibly more 
fruitful spring fishing season, 
Saffel said. On the other hand, fish 
populations could decline over the 
course of the year if they have to 
endure drought conditions during 
the course of summer.  
But there’s plenty of time to 
try your luck. Restrictions don’t 
typically take effect until August. 
Snowpack and river levels pro-
duced healthy and robust popula-
tions over the past two years. The 
last time the Missoula area had 
heavy fishing restrictions was 
2007.  
While 2010 could be dry and 
hot, leading to lower fish popula-
tions in 2011, for now, think Skwa-
las.
neil.larubbio@umontana.edu
   
 
March fly hatches mark the first chance for fly fishing
Neil LaRubbio
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
                         FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula. 
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins. 251-
6611.
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage. Griz 
Discount: Half month free with 3 months 
up front. Student discount for truck rental. 
406-721-7277
                    HELP WANTED 
UM Upward Bound Seeking Part-Time 
Summer Secondary Teachers.  Algebra, 
Integrated Science, Public Speaking.  
Salary:  $35 per hour.  Dates:  June 21 - 
July 30.  Contact for info:  jon.stannard@
umontana.edu or 243-2219.  Closing date:  
March 26.
Be an ambassador at NCUR! April 15-17. 
www.umt.edu/ncur2010
Girl Scout CAMP STAFF. Horses, Pools, 
Archery, Rappelling Adventure! Beautiful 
Tennessee Landscape! Paid Call 615-460-
0218
Lil’ Griz Cub House opening for part-time, 
min. wage position working with children. 
Must be available nights and weekends. 
Call for details 549-4848
“Parks and Recreation Seasonal Staff: 
Aquatics, Recreation, Operations , For-
estry Interns www.missoulaparks.org or 
call 721-PARK.”
Cultivate your artistic talent!  Seeking 
someone with artsy skills for making some 
Farmer’s Market signs.  We would love it 
if you wanted to volunteer to help us as we 
don’t have any funds!  We could provide 
the space and some materials if needed 
though.  Call 531-0877.
Hiring part time evenings and weekends. 
Energetic, excellent work ethic, focused 
individual who likes to play and have 
fun with kids, and has excellent cus-
tomer service. Drop off resume at Busy 
Hands. 1527 S. Avenue West. No phone 
calls 
Bailout Students. Not CEOs www.
missoula-labor.info
Lolo Creek Steak House is accepting ap-
plications for bar, dining room and kitchen 
staff. Apply between 3:00 and 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Sunday. 6600 Hwy 12 
West. Come join our team!
                       PERSONALS 
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Personal counseling appointments avail-
able. Please call 243-4711
Stuttering Support Group for Adults.  UM 
Speech Language and Hearing Clinic 
March 24th at 5:15pm (Curry Health 
Center-Lower Level)  Contact: Chris Mer-
riman, Christine.merriman@umontana.
edu., or 243-2377.
                         SERVICES 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student dis-
count! Computer Central 136 E. Broadway 
542-6540
Basic Wildfire Training, April 10-11 and 
April 17-18; for info call 543-0013
                  MISCELLANEOUS 
Best cash price paid for your used guns. 
546-6745 leave message
Spring break couldn’t come 
any sooner for some University of 
Montana students, but for those 
who still wish for winter, there is 
hope.
Lost Trail Powder Mountain 
ski area south of Missoula is host-
ing its annual Skiesta Splashdown 
SummerSux party March 27 to 
celebrate the end of the season. A 
new surprise for this year’s Skiesta 
is the region’s first snow kayaking 
competition, hosted by Strongwa-
ter, a Missoula kayak shop.
“Nobody’s ever done anything 
like this around here,” said shop 
owner K.B. Brown.
Brown said this event fell into 
Last chance for skiers, first time for snow kayakers
Jessica Stugelmayer
Montana Kaimin
his lap.  As a snowboarder and 
kayaker, Brown said his friend at 
Lost Trail mentioned the event and 
asked if Strongwater wanted to be 
a part of the “end-of-season bash.”
Brown said the main event of 
the Skiesta is pond skimming, 
where skiers and snowboard-
ers come down the hill and try 
to “skim” across the surface of 
a pond. Brown said his role is to 
“add to the party.”
“We’re just going to show up 
and have a good time,” Brown 
said.
The two categories for the kay-
aking competition are a banked-
slalom downhill race and the “big 
air-BOOF” contest. 
For the big air-BOOF contest, 
kayakers will hit a jump and pro-
pel themselves as high as they can 
into the air. But there’s a catch. 
After the jump, they land in the 
pond, which is where the “BOOF” 
part of the contest’s name comes 
from.
Brown said he hopes to attract 
kayakers from Salmon, Idaho, 
because of the city’s proximity to 
Lost Trail. 
His goal is to have enough 
kayakers from each state come to 
the event to begin a rivals match 
between them, and hopefully the 
competition will become an an-
nual event.
 “We’re a fun and creative shop, 
and this is a fun, creative way to 
reach out to new customers,” 
Brown said.
Brown said the point of Skiesta 
is to signal the end of ski season 
and mark the beginning of the 
kayak season, which is already 
in full swing due to warmer-than-
usual spring temperatures. 
However, warmer temperatures 
may keep kayakers off the hill and 
in the water. Kayaker and UM se-
nior Mandela van Eeden said this 
is the first snow kayaking com-
petition she has heard of, but if 
the weather is nice Saturday, she 
won’t mess with any more snow 
this season.
“A lot of snow kayaking is fun, 
but I’ll probably be in the water 
instead of the snow,” van Eeden 
said.
Brown said this event will kick 
off a fun-filled summer that in-
cludes weekly competitions  and 
the U.S. team trials at Brennan’s 
Wave in downtown Missoula June 
30 to July 2.
“It’ll be five weeks of kayak 
mayhem in downtown Missoula 
this summer,” Brown said.
The Lost Trail Skiesta coin-
cides perfectly with UM’s spring 
break, and the one last weekend 
of skiing may be worth the drive 
to the mountain. According to 
Lost Trail’s Web site, there will 
be live music, barbecued food and 
beer gardens to top off the festivi-
ties. Ski lifts open at 9:30 a.m.
jessica.stugelmayer@umontana.edu
unique because the bulk of student 
loans have been made by local 
lenders.
Hanson said that almost all of 
the banks in Missoula were par-
ticipants through FFELP over 
the last 40 years, but that the lack 
of available federal funding has 
made it too risky in today’s eco-
nomic climate.
“The Federal subsidy for stu-
dent loans has been reduced to 
the point that the banks would be 
losing money on student loans that 
they used to break even on,” Han-
son said. 
Hanson said that private banks 
in Missoula were once able to offer 
“borrower benefits” to students at 
rates competitive to other lenders, 
sometimes in the form of smaller 
interest rates in order to bring in 
more business.
“If they had enough student 
loans, they were more than break-
ing even,” Hanson said. “It was 
capitalism at work.”
Marks feels the direct loan pro-
gram takes competition among 
private entities out of the equation, 
which he says often results in bet-
ter deals for students and borrow-
ers.
“I happen to disagree that all 
loans should go through the U.S. 
government,” Marks said.  “There 
are some things that are better if 
there is competition.”
Helling defended the govern-
ment’s ability to keep college af-
fordable for students and adjust the 
interest rates appropriately.
“When the market is low, Con-
gress ties the interest rate to the 
market. When the market is high, 
Congress sets the interest rate in 
statue to protect students from the 
volatile market place.”
Abuses by private FFELP lend-
ers also encouraged the switch to 
direct lending.
In October 2003, writers for 
the U.S. News and World Report 
detailed how some school finan-
cial aid administrators and lenders 
made profits from student loans 
issued through FFELP and ex-
plored how a complete switch to 
FDLP could significantly reduce 
both government expenses and the 
abuses.
For instance, The Washington 
Post reported in May 2007 on a 
scandal at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity where a financial aid direc-
tor accepted at least $130,000 in 
bribes from lending companies.
Ideally, the standards set by 
the Department of Education for 
selecting lenders to contract for 
student loan services would elimi-
nate potential for abuse in a profit-
driven atmosphere.
The specific role of small non-
profit lenders such as the Montana 
Guaranteed Student Loan Pro-
gram and the Student Assistance 
Foundation remains uncertain as 
Congress shifts control of loans 
away from the private sector.
The Reconciliation Bill states 
that nonprofits are eligible to be 
contracted by the Department of 
Education to service loans to stu-
dents and be intermediaries be-
tween them and the federal gov-
ernment, though the details must 
be determined by U.S. Secretary 
of Education Arne Duncan.
Jim Stipcich, president and 
CEO of the nonprofit Student As-
sistance Foundation, said the orga-
nization intends to pursue becom-
ing a federal contractor to service 
those loans, and is waiting to see 
what standards are chosen.
“We’ve been aware of the po-
tential of this legislation for some 
time,” Stipcich said. 
Stipcich said it’s now up to the 
federal government to decide what 
benefits, if any, they may grant 
students in the future.
“I don’t know what they will 
do,” Stipcich said.
Stipich and Hanson said they 
are confident the transition will be 
smooth for nonprofits such as the 
Student Assistance Foundation.
Hanson said the Foundation 
provides invaluable counseling 
assistance that lightens the load 
of his office and helps keep Mon-
tana’s loan default rate lower than 
the national average of 6 percent. 
He said the average in recent years 
has fluctuated between 1 and 2 
percent.
Marks said that out of all stu-
dents attending college in Mon-
tana, about two-thirds of them 
take out student loans on an an-
nual basis and many already come 
from nonprofit lenders.
This year, loans accounted for 
62 percent of all funds distributed 
through the financial aid office, 
Hanson said. He noted that this 
does not include any private loans 
students or parents might take out.
Hanson and UM President 
George Dennison have written 
several letters to Congress ex-
pressing their concerns and inter-
est in the legislation, specifically 
how U.S. lawmakers clarify the 
role of nonprofits in the student 
loan process.
“I have faith in the Montana 
(congressional) delegation,” Han-
son said previously on the topic.
jayme.fraser@umotana.edu
michael.gerrity@umontana.edu
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